PLATT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

ON 4th DECEMBER 2018
	Present:  
	Mrs P Darby (Acting Clerk)

Mr J Scade
 
	Mr B Biggs
Mr A Green
Mr A Mathieson
	Mr T Woolven
Mrs W Palmer (Chair)
Mr E Chapman

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Apologies: 

Borough Cllr: Tim Shaw
Parish Cllr: Mr R Lupton

Parish Clerk: Mrs J Davies
	Numbe

______
	Minute/Planning Application/Correspondence

______________________________________________________________________ 
	Action

______

	176/18
177/18
178/18
179/18
180/18
181/18
182/18
183/18
184/18
185/18
186/18
187/18
188/18
189/18
190/18
191/18
192/18

193/18


	Members of the Public: Borough Cllrs Mr S Perry and Mr Mike Taylor 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

None
UPDATE TO REGISTER OF INTERESTS

None.

INVITATION TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE PC ON MATTERS RELEVANT TO THE COUNCIL

There was nothing to raise at this juncture.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 6th NOVEMBER 2018

RESOLVED that the minutes of 6th November 2018 be accepted as a true record.  

MATTERS ARISING
Crouch Salt Bin The bin had been moved back to Crouch following a complaint from a resident. KCC had confirmed that this bin would be filled. The Chairman to monitor.

Data Protection Cllr Palmer awaiting information from KALC.
Carol Singing The Chairman gave her apologies for this event. All other details had been organized.

Dogs at SHF The DEA notice had been replaced and Cllr Biggs agreed to repaint the lettering in white. Noted that a letter had been received from a resident who felt that the DEA was not secure enough to let dogs off leads. However, the Council did feel that the DEA should be mowed all over on a regular basis. Groundsman to be informed accordingly. Following lengthy discussion it was agreed to erect notices advising residents that dogs will be allowed off the lead in the DEA and allotment field. All other areas, leads must be used. Further agreed that Clerk should purchase a laminator for preparation of notices for external use. Public Space protection data had been investigated and enquiries were being made regarding possible charges for dog walking businesses using PC facilities. It was also agreed only two dogs to be walked at any one time. 
Play Equipment The Chairman reported on the site meeting held on 21st November. Unfortunately, due to short notice only the Chairman and the Groundsman were present. The groundsman was able to raise two queries on equipment but these were not safety issues. Eibe finally acknowledged that the roundabout was not functioning correctly and the manufacturer was sending someone to strip down the equipment and investigate. The groundsman was advised on the greasing maintenance required. The Chairman reported that this investigation had been successful and that the equipment was now working very well. Eibe were strapping up the slide whilst on site but this did not appear to have had any impact. The biggest issue was the tunnel and the mound which Eibe said they would in vestigate further and come back with a solution and way forward. The Chairman notified Eibe that this information would be needed for this meeting but regrettably no communication had been received. There was great concern regarding the theming that had been erected because it did not conform to drawings previously agreed. The Council believed that this was contrary to the trade description act and that due to all of the above any further payments should be temporarily suspended. The question of a sign advising of parental responsibility was needed and it was agreed the wording at Ightham recreation ground could be replicated. Council to be advised.
LIAISON WITH COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Borough Cllr Mike Taylor reported ongoing investigation about number of vehicles using Platt Industrial Estate on a daily basis. The question of mud on the A25 and the pavements and lack of cleaning was also a serious safety concern and was being investigated further. This was important information that needed to be relayed to the Area 2 planning committee when it discussed conditions for the three new units at their next meeting. Cllr Biggs to speak on behalf of Platt PC at this meeting.
Borough Cllr Mike Taylor gave a brief resume of BGPC’s situation regarding dogs at their recreation grounds. Mr Taylor informed the Council of the response figures currently released regarding the Local Plan consultation. 
Borough Cllr Steve Perry supported the  concerns of Mr Taylor regarding the state of the A25 and had brought evidence as proof. He reiterated information regarding the new waste and recycling initiative.
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL

Cllr Darby ran through the month’s planning matters listed below: -. 

RECEIVED APPLICATIONS
18/02782/TNCA Oak Beams Long Mill Lane Platt Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8NAT1 Silver Birch - reduce by 20% and T2 Pine - thin crown by 10%
18/02419/FL The Old Dairy Maidstone Road Platt Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8JJChange of use of the KARDEN Internet Car Sales & building and associated Lock Up Garage to a Veterinary Surgery with a cattery and pet grooming room (i.e. a change of use from Sui Generis use to D1 use)
18/02626/FL Heathcote House Windmill Hill Wrotham Heath Sevenoaks Kent TN15 7SXDemolition of an existing dwelling and outbuilding and the erection of a new detached 5 bedroom dwelling
18/02610/RDMulberry House Long Mill Lane Crouch Borough Green Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8QBDetails of conditions 2 (materials), 3 (slab levels), and 4 (refuse) pursuant to planning permission TM/18/01376/FL (Subdivision of rear garden, partial demolition of attached garage, erection of detached garage in front garden, erection of new dwellinghouse on land to the rear of Navarrica and provision of vehicular access)

APPROVED APPLICATIONS
18/02140/FL Land Adjacent To Cob Cottage Basted Lane Crouch Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8PZ Erection of a new 5 bedroom detached residential dwelling and 3 bay car port/garage
18/02138/FL Land Adjacent To Cob Cottage Basted Lane Crouch Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8PZ Erection of a new 5 bedroom detached residential dwelling with basement and 3 bay car port/garage
Chairman had asked Cllr Scade to monitor expansion of property boundary onto the PROW which had been noted on the decision notice.

18/02408/NMA White Court Long Mill Lane Platt Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8NANon Material Amendment to planning permission TM/18/00744/FL: Walls were to be cedar cladding to the first floor, this is now to be Marley Cedral Click in Grey and the windows were going to be grey or black powder coated aluminium but these are now going to remain as white
18/02370/TPOC Eckersall Long Mill Lane Platt Sevenoaks Kent TN15 8LGT1 Oak - Crown lift, removing 4 lowest branches and suckers on trunk and crown reduce whole crown by approximately 1.5m, ensuring to cut to live secondary growth points

PLATT WOODS REPORT

All Councillors had received a copy of the draft minutes. It was noted that the Platt Common gate was now in situ. Recent volunteer work was noted. 
Chainsaw Work Mr Whale had raised his daily chainsaw work from £25 to £40. The Council wished to know the breakdown of such a large increase. The Chairman said that she would write to Mr Whale and get a breakdown of all costs involved.

Metal Detection A committee member had been approached by a man seeking permission to do metal detecting in the woods. He promised to cause no damage and to tell the PC if he found anything. The committee understood that the Parish Council had refused permission for metal detecting on playing fields but wondered if the Council might think that the woods were less sensitive. Clerk to contact T&MBC as the landowner for advice.
Dormouse Boxes One of the committee member’s partners taught in a school for children with special educational needs. The children had made dormice boxes. There were 7 for sale at £7.50 each as opposed to £12 which had been previously paid. The Council agreed to purchase these boxes and that the teacher involved should be present when the boxes were erected in order to comply with safeguarding regulations. Chairman to liaise with the Woods committee.
FMC REPORT
Football/Cricket
Mr Palmer asked if it would be possible at PJCC’s expense to install permanent fencing behind the nets. It was suggested that this was done as soon as the hedge had been cut. RESOLVED.
Allotments
Cllr Mathieson had attended allotment training held by KALC. It had been established that the PC had no legal obligation to supply water to the allotments.

Complaints had been received from allotment holders regarding the supply of water. It was thought that standpipes would be more convenient than the current water troughs. However, there was no flow rate or pressure to get additional water to the allotments. Mr Mathieson said that if motorised pumps were used then an additional fee should be incurred. 

Agreements to be looked at by Mr Mathieson and Mr Biggs and allotment holders to be reminded of the terms and conditions of the allotment agreement. Some trees on allotments needed attention. 

Boundaries would be remeasured in the New Year and stakes put in to denote boundary lines. Allotment holders to be informed that the new boundaries should be utilised within 2 years. However, there was still work like the removal of vegetation at the rear of the allotments that the PC needed to attend to.

Mr Baker thought that a pressure flow test could be carried out by Southern Water as he thought some of the piping was iron which had corroded over the years. He was going to get his own pipes tested so the committee asked him to keep them informed.

Car Park
It was agreed that due to the recent response from KCC, this project should be looked at again with the addition of two soakaways. As this project would be in excess of £25,000 this would have to go via the Procurement procedure and the work would be published on the government’s Contract Finder website. Cllr Mathieson was investigating the Contract Finder webpage. RESOLVED that Cllr Mathieson would discuss further with the Chairman and the Clerk and proceed accordingly.
Stonehouse Field/KGF

Bracken which had been herbicided earlier in the year needed to be cleared of tree stumps and buried metal fencing so it could be levelled to become part of the field. A mini digger would be needed.

The mound on the path from the allotment gate also needed to be levelled out.

Mr Gorman said that this was something that he could carry out. He would supply a quotation to the Clerk for labour and hire charges for the mini digger.

Barn door to be greased. Mr Gorman said that the purchase of a leaf blower would be beneficial. Quote to be supplied to the Clerk.

PLAY EQUIPMENT

The Chairman reported to the committee details of the last site meeting. Eibe had arranged for the manufacturer to strip down the roundabout following numerous complaints. Eibe finally agreed that there had been a problem and the equipment was now turning properly. Mr Gorman was present at the site meeting and was able to discuss ongoing maintenance for the future. On this equipment Eibe said that they would send maintenance instructions for other equipment in the play area.
The issue regarding the tunnel was still unresolved and Eibe had agreed to discuss the question of a different surface being used. Unfortunately, this information was not available in time for this meeting as promised by Eibe. The theming on the slide had been erected but unfortunately, not in the correct position or the same image as shown in the plans. 

At the site visit the installers were attempting to straighten the slide which had been thought to be twisted in transit. It was obvious that this attempt had failed but the Council had not been formally notified.

The Chairman had agreed to ask the council to release a further £10,000 of the funds being withheld. The Council voted against the release of any further monies until the problems had been resolved.
KING GEORGE’S FIELD
Bona Vacantia The Bona Vacantia office had informed the PC that it was still undecided about the possible sale of the strip of land at Minter’s Orchard. The PC had reconfirmed its wish to purchase the land in its entirety and had sent supporting information. Borough Green PC had agreed at its meeting, the previous evening, to support Platt PC in this matter.
Tree Survey The Council had received a complaint from a resident in Minter’s Orchard regarding an overhanging tree. One survey and quotation of all the trees in KGF had been received and Cllr Biggs was obtaining a second opinion. 
STREET LIGHTING
The Chairman had investigated a number of the lights recommended for repair/replacement. Agreed that she would prepare a spreadsheet detailing location, recommendations etc for decision in January.
PRECEPT
The Clerk had circulated the latest precept figures to Cllrs. Cllrs RESOLVED an increase in groundkeeping rates from £12 to £12.50, minimum of 400 hours, and also an increase of 3% in contractor rates for Platt Woods. 
CHEQUES AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

RESOLVED the following payments were approved. 

The following payments were received:
Nat West

Interest  




          £21.69

SPRT


Play Equipment



     £4,185.09

KCC


Members Grant



     £2,000.00








         Total          £6,206.78
  The Council approved the following payments:
Payt



                     


  Total

Incl VAT

Hoist & Co

Gate for Platt Woods 

            £359.45 
 59.91

D M Vallance

Materials for finger post                       £25.50 
 

PAYE


NI/Tax Nov 18 


£  77.84 

Mrs Davies

Salary Nov 18
 


£906.55


A Gorman

Maintenance

 
            £546.00 


Mrs Beale

Cleaning Nov 18 


£  60.00 


Kent Pension Fund
Contribution Oct 18 


£268.12

Platt PCC
            Churchyard Mowing                        £1,500.00
  

Wrotham PC

Maintenance


               £82.73
    £0.26

Wrotham PC

Maintenance


               £21.41

Platt PCC
            Room Hire

                           £17.00

Platt PCC
            Room Hire

                           £17.00

Kompan Ltd

Play Area Tables

          £3,064.21
 £510.70

Eibe


Play Equipment

        £30,000.00        £4,719.06









 

   

 


                            Total
          £36,945.81      £5,289.93
CLERKS REPORT AND ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION

There was nothing further to raise.
REPORTS FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

KALC AGM had been attended.
MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS

The Chairman was asked to investigate the light on the changing rooms which appeared to be permanently on.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING   Tuesday 8th January 2019
The meeting was closed at 10.30 pm
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